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2019 Term 2 Presidents’ Report
On behalf of our committee and all of the members of our
association Jenny and I would like to say how proud we are of the
fantastic success of our Term 1 professional development
workshop. We were surprised and delighted by the participation
and the enthusiastic comments from those who attended. One
person wrote: “It is such an opportunity to meet all the people who
are contributing to this exciting career. I will definitely come again”.
Another commented: “ A wonderful, eye-opening, stimulating and informative training. Have gained many
inspirational ideas that would be used in teaching.” We would really like to thank the teachers who put so
much time and effort into their presentations: Belinda Dello-Iacovo, Minmin Huang, Jie Li, Fangfang Qiu
and Wendy Lampard, as well as committee members who worked hard to organise the event and provide
catering.
Our next professional development workshop will be held soon on Friday, June 7. The theme is Working
with digital technology in the classroom and again we have some great presenters with some practical and
inspirational ideas for your classroom. Please be aware that the workshop will not be at Adelaide University
but at the Hawke Building in North Terrace.
I am sure that you are all aware of the upcoming Chinese Language Teachers’ Federation of Australia
National conference in Perth on 12 and 13 July and we hope that many of you will attend. It is especially
valuable for new teachers to expand their horizons, and to get to know Chinese teachers from other states
and overseas. Don’t forget the $100 subsidy available for full members of our association.
Recently Jenny and I accompanied two of our outstanding early career teachers, Robbin Wang and Grace
Myers, at a reception organised by the Council of Education Associations of SA at Government House to
recognise excellence in teaching. It was a great opportunity for our association to recognise the
contribution of Robbin and Grace to Chinese teaching and learning and to the work of our committee.
Our committee is now in the process of thinking about a theme and planning for our state conference on
Saturday, August 31. If you have any suggestions for a theme or know any great presenters can you
please make contact with a member of the committee. We are also hoping that some of you will be willing
to share your great teaching ideas by offering a workshop at the conference.
Once again Jenny and I would like to thank all of the members of our association for their active support
and contribution to the work of our association and we hope to see you at our next PD in June.

Kathy Purvis and Jenny Jin
Joint President
Chinese Language Teachers’ Association of South Australia
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News: CLTASA Term 1 professional development conference
Strategies and Ideas for Student Engagement
Reported by Grace Myers
st

On Friday the 1 of March 2019 the Chinese Language Teachers Association of SA held our first PD event for this
year on the theme of student engagement. It was a very successful evening with over 60 Chinese teachers attending
from across Adelaide! We had 5 presenters in total, 1 aimed at any age from kindy to high school, and 2 each for
primary and high school.

Workshop #1: Belinda Della-lacovo - ‘Engaging students through
developing proficiency’
Belinda shared her experience and thoughts on using comprehensible input
as a language teaching methodology and how this can help students to
experience real progress with their learning. She reinforced the importance
of talking about something ‘real and relevant to the child’ when using this
technique. She explained 3 different approaches to language teaching:
1. Emphasis on form/grammar
2. Emphasis on meaning
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3. Emphasis on meaning with some explicit learning/focus on form and grammar but presented in context.
Belinda discussed her preference for the third approach and how she had come to that through her own experiences
of learning and teaching Chinese.

Workshop #2: Minmin Huang – How does student engagement look to students? How do we cater for diverse
learning needs?
In her workshop, Minmin discussed her strategies for
providing fun and engaging activities for her students whilst
successfully managing differentiation in her classroom. She
mentioned the difficulty of having native and non-native
speakers together in a class and gave some examples of how
she managed this situation. She shared many useful online
tools for engaging students such as Little Fox website,
Who

Wants

to

be

a

Millionaire?,

strokeorder.info/mandarin, Kahoot, Quizizz and others.

Workshop #3: Fangfang Qiu – Be Visable, Differentiate: Unit
of work
Fangfang’s workshop focussed on promoting engagement for
the diverse range of abilities in her classroom and how a unit
of work can be developed and enhanced to meet these needs.
She shared a unit of work she developed for year 9 students on
the topic of colour and school uniform. Her unit had 3 levels of
vocabulary to ensure all students were challenged with
manageable learning goals.

Workshop #4: Wendy Lampard – How to engage students in
Chinese learning
Wendy presented ideas about how to engage students who feel
Chinese learning is too difficult or unachievable. She shared some
visible tools and teaching methodology that she has found effective
in her classroom. She also shared and discussed some year 9 work
samples.
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Workshop #5: Jie (Cassie) Li – Engagement by challenge:
Demystifying Chinese traditional medicine
Jie presented a very interesting workshop on her experience
running an acupuncture and hot cupping incursion for her
upper primary class. She discussed the logistics of
arranging such an event (parent consent etc) and explained
how she incorporated many areas of Chinese language and
culture into her unit and built on her students interests in
this ‘mystical’ concept of Chinese medicine.

We are greatly appreciative of all the teachers who found time in their busy work schedules to plan and present these
workshops. Learning from and discussing ideas with our colleagues is one of the best ways to improve our practice
and without the generosity of our members, we would not be able to provide these opportunities. We look forward to
having many more great workshops this year!
加油！
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News: 教室内外

“Yr 6 students from St Martins Lutheran College have been learning about family members,
colours and pets, and this term they are required to complete a reading and writing challenge.
Students need to read and understand 3 sentences with the aim of pinyin meaning not clear,
then produce their own writing emphasizing the use of “的”.”
by Joanna Tao Chinese Teacher of St Martins Lutheran College
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Upcoming event: CLTASA Term 2 PD
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Upcoming event: National Conference 2019 in WA
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Upcoming event:
Workshop Submission National Conference 2019 in WA
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Upcoming event: 2019 Video Competition
In 2018, four entrants won prizes in the Video Competition with the signature phrase of 红. Winners
were presented with their prizes at the CLTASA Language Award Night.

中文视频比赛 2019 Chinese Video Competition 2019
微电影竞赛 Short Film Contest
Entries close on Friday 27 September 2019 （Week 10 Term 3）at 11:59pm.
Start to plan & prepare!
Combine your Chinese language skills with your creativity and acting skills to make a 2-minute film.
THE COMPETITION
This year’s signature phrase is 动物 Animals.
Your film canbe on any topic. The signature theme does not need to be the main theme but must be
featured somewhere in your video. Aside from the signature phrase and the use of Chinese language,
there are no restrictions on the style or theme. You can produce a comedy, a drama, a documentary; you
can animate it, you can Claymation it – the sky is the limit!
ELIGIBILITY
Entrants must be students of South Australian schools, who learn Chinese as a second language.
Students can enter the competition as an individual or as a group. There is no limitation how many
students can be in a group. Schools can submit as many entries as they wish.
Upper Primary Group: Year 5-7
Middle Group: Year 8-10
Senior Group: Year 11-12
TIME LIMIT
The video must be no longer than 2 minutes. Entries which exceed the time limit will not be considered
as winning entries for the contest.
ENTRY FEE
$5.00 per entry (One video is considered as one entry.)
ENTER & SUBMISSION
Details on how to enter the competition and submit the video will be published in early Term 3.
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News: CLTASA Facebook Page
On 26 January 2019, CLTASA launched a Facebook page to deliver news and
upcoming events including professional development opportunities. CLTASA hopes all
teachers of Chinese are ready for and excited about the new school year of 2019, the
year of the pig.
Link to access the CLTASA Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/cltasa

Teaching Resources
Source: Belinda Dello-lacovo
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In-depth Study Guideline
(Source: Fang Liu)

Getting your research started
Name:

_______________________________________

Title of Study: ___________________________________________________
Before starting to look for information for the subject of your study you can make an information web,
putting the subject of your In-depth Study in the circle and jotting down key points you already know (don’t
worry if it isn’t much just yet – that’s what your research is for: to let you discover information about your
chosen topic.)




Add arrows if you want more! Add branch arrows for sub-points
Decide on the kind of information you need (e.g. brief historical points) and record it in the list
below. It will enable you to make a decision whether an article is suitable for your research or
not.
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When making your decision …
When making your decision about the area you wish to research, there are a number of considerations:









Am I really interested in this research topic? Why did I choose this topic?
How does this topic relate to the themes or contemporary issues of this course? What’s the value
of this topic according to me?
How much do I know about this topic? What do I want to know about the topic? Why?
What are my personal experiences or views on the topic?
What is the key question I want to answer in relation to the nominated topic?
What range of perspectives or key issues will I need to explore?
Am I going to be able to find sufficient and varied resources?
What do I anticipate finding out?
- 20 -

CLTASA 2019 Issue 2 Newsletter





Will it be feasible to plan three separate summative tasks for the topic, i.e. a written task in English,
a written task in Chinese and an oral task in Chinese?
Will I be able to discuss my topic in sufficient depth in the external oral examination?
Will my choice of topic enable me to really maximize my potential?

Research Topic:

Developing a research proposal:
Thinking the above questions carefully, develop a research proposal.
The emphasis of the research proposal should be to clarify the issue to be investigated (what is my
research question), the aspects/issues within it, and the range and nature and appropriateness of
resources proposed for the study.
Most importantly the proposal should clarify your own mind WHY the research is worthwhile (Why do I
want to research this issue). The proposal should be submitted as a written task and revised as necessary
before the research begins.

- 21 -

CLTASA 2019 Issue 2 Newsletter

Research and Prepare your topic
1. Set up a folio (e.g. an exercise book/folder/electronic folder) in which you keep all of your
research materials and notes. Use the headings in next page, allowing plenty of room for each
section.
2. Select your texts
3. Complete a summary page of your in-depth study proposal. Show your summary page to your
teacher so it can be approved.
4. Keep a list of references
5. Analyse your texts







Read the texts/view web pages/videos
Check meaning of words you don’t know – keep a list of these in your folio and learn
them
Keep a list, in English and Chinese, of key words and phrases
Make notes in Chinese of the main features/points under headings
Reflect on what you read/see/hear. Comment in note form on any observations, cultural
values, interesting linguistic features that can be drawn from the materials
Record your own personal reactions

This preparation is also assessed, not just the final report.
6. Prepare a draft response for each of the three tasks.
7. Show these drafts to your teacher. Your teacher will give you some general feedback, and will
suggest areas which require further work. Your work will not be corrected for you.
8. Use your drafts and the teacher’s feedback to prepare your final pieces for assessment.
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Contact Us
CLTASA aims to provide support in establishing and sustaining quality Chinese programs, teacher
education and professional development, and acts as a voice for teachers, relating to all aspects of
teaching and learning about Chinese language and cultures. If you have any news, ideas and teaching
resources you would like to share, please email us at info@cltasa.org.au.
Thank you!

Membership Registration
Link for registration and information: http://www.cltasa.org.au/membership/
Membership: All registered and qualified teachers of Chinese language in the government, Catholic and
independent school systems are eligible for full membership of the CLTASA. Student teachers are
eligible to join as student members. Associate membership is offered to those working in related areas at
the discretion of the CLTASA committee.
Annual membership fees are as follows:
Full members (Employed) $50
(Qualified and registered teachers currently in part-time or full-time employment)
Full members (Seeking work) $25
(Qualified and registered teachers currently without employment)
Pre-service Teacher Members $25
(Student members are encouraged to join but have no right to vote or hold office.)
Associate members $25
(Offered at the discretion of the committee to those working in related fields but not currently registered
or qualified)
Associate members have no right to vote or hold office.
For more information please email info@cltasa.org.au.
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