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Title: Some insights into Chinese teaching in Australia: The 

Results of the AFMLTA National Survey 

Presenter: Andrew Scrimgeour, University of South, Adelaide, 
Australia 

 

This presentation reviews the data on Chinese Language teaching and 

learning gathered via the surveys undertaken as part of the AFMLTA 

National Strategy and Plan project. It will review the nature of student 

participation in Chinese programs (in contrast to other languages) and 

explore the profile & professional learning needs of the Chinese 

teachers who participated in the national survey.  

 

 

  

Title: How to Create a Structured & Interactive Online and 

Offline Lesson  

Presenter: Yujing Guo, Telopea Park School, Canberra, ACT, 

Australia  

 

This workshop introduces how to create a structured and interactive 

online and offline lesson with Peardeck and Padlet. The lesson can be 

used in two modes, teacher-paced or student-paced. Students can add 

drawings, photos, audios or docs instantly to show understanding. It 

encourages students’ collaboration, discussion and engagement in 

learning.  

 

 

  

Title: Giving Control to Your Students 

Presenter: Marnie Foster, Head of Languages, Newington College 

NSW, Australia  

 

As teachers we often feel the need to be in control. In this session, I 

will demonstrate how letting go of control does not mean we let 

students do anything nor does it mean we just sit back and relax. 

During this session I will share examples of lesson organisation, 

learning activities and assessment practices which facilitate greater 

student choice and autonomy while still addressing the curriculum 

outcomes. I will share from my own experience how these have 

enabled me to know my students more deeply and help them to make 

their language learning journey more personal. 

 

 

  

Title: Engaging Different Stakeholders to Promote Chinese 

Language Education  

Presenter: Apple Chu, Overturn Primary School, Perth Western, 

Australia  

 

As a language specialist, we should expand our language program by 

involving all different stakeholders in the community. There is a quote 



saying, "It takes a village to raise a child." Once we have plans to 

involve more than one stakeholder in our language program, we are on 

the way to increasing students' engagement.  

 

This presentation will highlight the purposes of involving different 

stakeholders in Chinese language program and explore ways to 

achieve this goal.  

 

In the presentation, Apple will explore strategies to:  

• Plan for partnership with the local university and the local 

library 

• Develop a relationship with local organisation and apply 

sponsorship for your programme 

 

  

Title: Approaching Diversity through Differentiation  

Presenter: Hingor Chung, Taroona High School, Hobart, Tasmania, 

Australia  

 

Hingor has worked as a language teacher for the Department of 

Education in Tasmania (K-12) since 1982. She has taught Chinese, 

Japanese, Indonesian, English, Drama and History and her school 

excursions have included camps in Tasmania as well as overseas ski 

trips and in-country experiences. Hingor’s approach is built around 

accommodating diverse abilities and backgrounds, classroom games 

and the challenges of teaching and promoting Chinese. 
 

Our classroom practices inform adults of the future. While we are 

familiar with the challenges of teaching students from cultural and 

linguistically diverse backgrounds (CALD) present, we must also 

accommodate their possible differences in attitude, motivation, mental 

stamina, physical ability, sexual identity and personal orientation. We 

do this so our classes are more enjoyable and, we do it because we all 

have a social agenda to foster community tolerance, peace, self-worth 

and possibly, economic productivity.  

 

This presentation reflects a teacher’s experience and the process of 

adapting to changing social values. Few of us can ignore recent 

activism around climate change, or negative media coverage of China. 

It shows how to use state of the art pedagogy such as ‘differentiating 

the curriculum’ for planning and how to use games to generate groups 

dynamics for various desirable outcomes.  
 

 

  

Title: Using PBL (Project Based Learning) and POL (Project 

Orientated Learning) Methodology to Collaborate and to Cater 

for the Diverse Learners’ Need. 

Presenter: Ming Urwin, Abbotsleigh Girls Grammar School, Sydney 

NSW, Australia  

 

I have been teaching at Abbotsleigh for 12 years. Using songs and 

rhyme to build the foundation for students to develop a love for 

learning language was and still is one of my passions. In recognition 



of the evolving 21st century learners’ needs, I had developed the 

passion and embarked on the journey of discovering, learning, 

observing, creating, implementing and reflecting on Project Based 

Learning (PBL) and Project Orientated Learning (POL) projects in my 

teaching practice for the past many years. Sharing project ideas and 

products that created by students through PBL or POL method, may 

inspire others to embark on journey of the student-centred approach of 

teaching/learning.  

 

 

  

Title: Think Outside the Box – How to Design Purposeful and 

Interactive Activities Based on Learning Outcomes.  

Presenter: Ruby Yanting Zhuang, Datong Chinese School, Sydney, 

NSW, Australia  

 

As language teachers (or teachers in general), after carefully preparing 

materials, and designing activities, I believe we all sometimes feel the 

frustration of not getting the expected outcome. Students lose 

concentration or can’t remember the things we want them to; some 

even complain that the lessons are boring. However, all these 

feedbacks help me to think outside the box when planning my future 

lessons. After making adjustment to some activities, I notice students 

are more engaged and the lesson is smoother. Especially after the 

impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, creativity has become one of the 

most important parts in our lesson planning. I would like to share 

some ideas on how to think outside the box to adapt materials and 

create purposeful and interactive activities which help achieve 

learning aims more effectively.  

 

跳出框架思考--何设计目的性与互动性强的活动来帮助完成学习

目标 

在花了很多时间备课后，我相信老师们都有因为达不到预期效果

而深受挫折的感受。学生课堂上无法集中精力，或者记不住老师

期望他们记住的字、词和句子；甚至有些学生抱怨课堂无聊。然

而学生无意间的反馈让我对课堂活动设计进行思考并做出调整，

这些调整使学生们的配合度更高，课堂也更加顺畅。特别是经过

这次疫情的影响，想象力成了我们备课中非常重要的一部分。我

希望与大家分享一些我在备课时如何跳出框架思考，设计和改编

目的性与互动性强的课堂活动，从而帮助学生更好的完成学习目

标。 
 

 

  

Title: Using Explicit Ideas to Teach Vocabulary in Chinese 

Presenter: Jenny Ben Xin Ji, Stanmore/Lidcombe Primary School, 

Sydney, NSW, Australia   

Use English Three Tier model to teach vocabulary in Chinese: Tier 1 

basic vocabulary is mostly used for daily life situation; Tier 2 high 

frequency vocabulary, occur across a variety of domains and subject. 

They are the most useful words for school students; Tier 3 low 

frequency in everyday life is likely to be used by advanced students. 

Develop a deeper understanding of how vocabulary can be taught in 



the classroom.  Refining and further develop knowledge of teaching 

strategies that build and expand upon students’ vocabulary. Consider 

how vocabulary can be assessed. 

使用英语三级模型教授汉语词汇：第一层基础词汇，多用于日常

生活；第 2 层高频词汇，出现在各种领域和主题中。它们是对学

校学生最有用的词；日常生活中的。第三层词语是低频率词语，

可能会被高级程度学生使用。把英语三级模型应用在中文教学

上：深入了解如何在课堂上教授词汇。完善和进一步发展建立和

扩大学生词汇量的教学策略知识。考虑如何评估词汇量 
 

 

  

Title: How to Present Yourself and Your Chinese Program 

Presenter: Dr Hui Richards, Fellow of Higher Education Academy 

President of Chinese Language Teachers’ Association of Queensland, 

Queensland, Australia  

 

In this workshop, we will explore how to present yourself and sell 

your Chinese program; how to engage your students and build up your 

profile in your school community. 

 

 

  

Title: Chinese Culture and Language- Engaging Students 

 Presenter: Greg Hughes, Melbourne Grammar School, Secretary 

CLTAV, Melbourne, Australia  

 

Teaching young Australian students can be challenging. Many 

students are turned off by the hard work of learning characters and 

endless grammar. What strategies can be used to offset this 

perception? How can we unlock student interest which may lead to 

motivating students future love of Chinese? My experience has 

taught me that ‘teaching’ and providing ‘cultural’ and on-site 

learning of Chinese culture/history can really motivate students to 

explore the language and its people in greater depth. I will showcase 

some of these strategies and ‘field visits’ and provide opportunities 

for educators to share their experiences. 

 

 

 
Title: Developing Writing Skills for Stage 6 (Year 11 and 12) Non-

Chinese Students 

Presenter: Victor Zhang St Ignatius' College, Riverview, NSW, 

Australia   

 

Strategies of teaching writing skills to Stage 6 Chinese Beginners and 

Continuers courses, which is also relevant to Stage 5 Chinese in 

Context students, or Chinese heritage students.   

As there are no current textbook focusing on teaching writing skills for 

senior students on the market at NSW, the 'Chinese HSC Writing 

Guide' published in 2018 will be used as part of demonstration during 

the workshop. 

 



 

  

Title: Teaching Chinese beyond the Normal Classroom  

Presenter: Nary Yaru Wang, Trinity Grammar School, Sydney, NSW, 

Australia  

 

Teaching Chinese overseas we often face this problem, how to provide 

our students with authentic learning experiences which give them 

opportunities to speak and to use Chinese outside classroom, so they 

can truly understand that learning Chinese is fun and meaningful and 

have a sense of achievement when using Chinese purposefully. The 

normal class time is always limited to every Chinese teacher. Organise 

afterschool Chinese language and culture activities, such as Chinese 

clubs, competitions and performances is a great way to motivate 

students and make learning Chinese more purposeful and meaningful 

for them.   

 

在澳大利亚教中文，我们经常会碰到这样一个问题，如何为学生

提供真实的学习体验，让他们有机会在课堂以外说中文，使用中

文，从而使他们认识到中文的实用性，体会到学习中文的乐趣、

成就感和现实意义。对于每个中文老师来说，课堂的时间都是极

其有限的，组织中文或中国文化课外活动，如中文俱乐部，中文

比赛和表演等可以激发学生的学习兴趣，增强中文学习的目的性

和实用性，让他们感受到学习中文的积极意义。 

 

 

 Title: Liveworksheets--Interactive worksheets & Mote- Voice 

notes & Feedback  

Presenter: Ms Guoyi Sun Kingsford Smith School, Canberra, ACT, 

Australia 

 

Liveworksheets transform traditional printable worksheets into 

interactive online exercises with self-correction. Students can do the 

worksheets online and send their answers to the teacher. It motivates 

students in learning, saves teachers’ time and is good for the 

environment. Additionally, the interactive worksheets take full 

advantage of the new technologies applied to education such as audio 

and video worksheets, drag and drop exercises, join with arrows and 

multiple choices. 

Mote 

Mote is integrated into all your Google software such as Google Docs, 

slides, sheets, forms, classrooms or even Gmail. It is a helpful tool for 

teachers and students to create voice notes and leave feedback to stay 

connected. Mote also supports transcriptions in more than 20 world 

languages. 

 



 

  

Title: Learning Culture through Reciting and Singing Rhymes 

and Poems 

Presenter: Dr Xiaokang Zhou, Peninsula Grammar, Victoria, 

Australia 

 

In language teaching, particularly in Chinese as Second Language 

teaching, how to incorporate cultural elements and teach culture in line 

with the language is a question we all face as a teacher in every lesson. 

We need to not only reflect on this question but also put it into practice, 

for culture is an essential part of the language teaching/learning 

throughout the course. Language is the carrier of culture, whereas 

culture is the content of language - they are naturally related and 

mutually reliant on each other. Language is an important way to define 

and promote culture. The process of language acquisition is also the 

process of cultural acquisition.  

 

This workshop will focus on learning and appreciating the profound 

richness of Chinese culture through reciting and singing rhymes and 

poems, mainly in two aspects: Festive culture and Classical culture, 

based on two textbooks: 1. Dr. Zhou’s Rhymes for Learning Culture 

(Festivals and Anniversaries) consisting of 30 rhymes about both 

Western and Chinese festivals; 2. Learning Culture through Reciting 

and Singing Classical Poems,  including 33 Chinese classical poems 

from Tang, Song and Qing Dynasties. They have been used in the 

presenter’s junior and middle years Chinese classes in Australia as a 

supplementary teaching resource for learning and promoting Chinese 

culture, more specifically providing the content for Chinese poetry 

competitions and cultural activities, thus adding a new chapter to the 

teaching of the Chinese language and culture overseas.  

 

 


